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Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Basic Background 

The holiday club is based on the events in the life of Peter from his first call to follow 

by Jesus to him standing up in the temple proclaiming the risen Christ.  Over the 

week the children will be introduced to different aspects of Jesus’ character as well 

as seeing the overwhelming love that God has for them.  This will be through the 

eyes of Peter who was called to Follow the Leader. 

 

Day 1 Monday – On the Lake 

Bible Passage Luke 5:1-11 

Content  Peter confesses his sin to Jesus 

Teaching Aim Jesus is Lord of all Creation and knows everything 

Response Aim The children will recognise their sin and want to follow Jesus 

Memory Verse “Come, follow me,” Jesus said. Matthew 4:19 

 

Day 2 Tuesday – In the Town 

Bible Passage Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 

Content  Peter sees Jesus bring a dead girl back to life 

Teaching Aim Jesus has power to give life to the dead 

Response Aim The children will be amazed at the power of Jesus 

Memory Verse Don’t be afraid; just believe Mark 5:36 

 

Day 3 Wednesday – Up the Mountain 

Bible Passage Luke 9:28-36 

Content  The transfiguration of Jesus 

Teaching Aim Jesus is the Son of God and we must listen to him 

Response Aim The children will listen more carefully to what Jesus said about 

his death 

Memory Verse This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him Luke 9:35 
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Day 4 Thursday – In the Courtyard 

Bible Passage Matthew 26:31-51, 57-58, 69-75 

Content Peter is with Jesus in Gethsemane and after Jesus’ arrest, 

denies knowing him  

Teaching Aim Jesus will forgive us for what we do wrong 

Response Aim The children will ask God to help them follow Jesus faithfully 

Memory Verse While we were still sinners Christ died for us Romans 5:8 

 

Day 5 Friday – On the Beach 

Bible Passage John 21:1-19 

Content The risen Jesus meets some of the disciples at the lake and 

reinstates Peter 

Teaching Aim Jesus is alive today and calls people to obey him 

Response Aim The children will want to love and obey Jesus 

Memory Verse If you love me, you will obey what I command John 14:15 

 

Service Sunday – In the Temple 

Bible Passage Acts 3:1-16 

Content Peter heals a lame man and preaches the gospel to the 

inquisitive crowd 

Teaching Aim God sometimes uses his power to attract attention to the truth 

about Jesus 

Response Aim The children will respond in repentance and faith to the truth 

about Jesus 

Memory Verse There is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 

must be saved Acts 4:12b 
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Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Daily Running Order 

 
8.30am Set up hall 
 
 Leaders and helpers start to arrive to set up their activity  
 
8.45am Prayer meeting in the hall to commit the day’s events and activities to 

the Lord.  Pray for the safety of the children as they start to arrive.  
Pray for the practicalities of the day e.g. sound system, video projector 
etc.  Pray for the weather. 

 
9.15 onwards  

 Junior Leader wait in the hall to greet the children as they arrive and 
register.  Give the child their name badge. 

 
9.30am Children arrive and go to their Team Bases and start to work on their 

Boat. 
 
9.40am Altogether time 

Set the scene for the day 

• Songs 

• News update – Mark 

• Video clips 

• Song – Sarah and Mark 

• Story - Video 

• Memory Verse/song - Stacey and Lacey 

• Song – Sarah and Mark 
 

Split into teams. 
 
10.20am Split up …  Two groups play games outside (in the hall if the weather 

is bad) - Games. Two groups do craft activities in one of the class 
rooms, - Creation Time. 

 
10.50am Refreshment Time.  Go to Team Bases and possibly add more things 

to their Boat or sit and watch video shorts on screen. 
   
11.05am Change over 
 Split up …  Two groups play games outside (in the hall if the weather 

is bad) - Games. Two groups do craft activities in one of the class 
rooms, - Creation Time. 

 
11.35am Reflector Zone - Led by Adult Team Leader.  The two groups in the 

Creation Time rooms will stay in them and their Adult Team Leader 
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will go to them, the two groups doing games will be met in the hall by 
their Adult Team Leader and taken to a space in the school – see 
sheet for details. 

  
11.45am Adult Team Leader will start to return their groups to the hall. 
 
11.50am Altogether Time 

Led from front – Mark and Sarah 

• Singing – Sarah and Mark 

• Memory verse recap – Mark/Sarah 

• More singing – Sarah 

• Recap 

• Prayer and dismissal -Mark 
 
12.30pm Sing some songs as children are picked up.  Give out any letters on 

information for the next day. 
 
12.35pm Prepare for tomorrow. 
  

Pack away and close up. 
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Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Daily Competitions 

 

Each day we will hold different competitions and award prizes to the winners.  
Someone will organise getting the prizes for each day.  In addition to the daily prizes 
there will also be a prize for the team with the most points at the end of the week, a 
prize for the best space. 
 
Prizes will be awarded for the best boy and girl in the infants (Key Stage 1) and the 
best boy girl in juniors (Key Stage 2) except Friday (see below)  Therefore four each 
day. 
 
Day 1  
No competition but take home a paper plate for bringing back on Friday.  The plate 
will need to be made into a model of a Bible place and be able to tell a story.  Take 
home a colouring sheet. 
 
Day 2 
Return with colouring sheet.   
 
Day 3 
Wacky Hair Day – children will need to come today with Wacky Hair. 
 
Day 4 
Fancy dress day – Come dressed as a character from the Bible – homemade 
costumes preferred. 
 
Day 5 
Return with their paper plate.  Prize awarded to best in infants (Key Stage 1) and 
best in juniors (Key Stage 2).  Also award team prize’s for best Team Base and at 
the end the team with the most points. 
 

  



 

Page 6 of 10 
 

Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Reflective Time 

Day 1 Monday – On the Lake 

Bible Passage Luke 5:1-11 

Content  Peter confesses his sin to Jesus 

Teaching Aim Jesus is Lord of all Creation and knows everything 

Response Aim The children will recognise their sin and want to follow Jesus 

Memory Verse “Come, follow me,” Jesus said. Matthew 4:19 

 

Intro 

Discuss with the children what they think they are good at (keep it to one thing as 

time will run away with you).  Ask them if they have ever been surprised at how good 

a friend could do something you didn’t know they could do.  Relate this to Peter and 

how surprised he might have been when Jesus asked him to let down the net and 

caught so many fish. 

 

Peter was fed up as he and Andrew his brother had been fishing all night and caught 

nothing Q. Do you ever get fed up? Jesus came along and spoke with Peter who 

he had met before and asked to borrow his boat. Q. Have you ever lent something 

to your friends, did you get it back, was it broken or worn out, did they say 

thank you? Jesus used the boat to teach from so that the crowds could see and 

hear him.  Jesus taught people many things and you can read about them in the 

Bible.  Afterwards Jesus wanted Peter to push out a little further into the water and 

go fishing.  Q. How do you think Peter felt when Jesus asked him to let down 

the net?  Jesus was a carpenter and Peter a fisherman and he knew that you only 

fish at night.  Q. How do you think Peter felt when the net was pulled up so full 

of fish and they needed help from James and John?  Jesus is no ordinary man.  

He is the Son of God and Lord of all creation.  He made everything and knows 

everything.  This was a miracle.  Q. How would you react if you saw something 

like this?  Peter realised how good and great Jesus was and he realised that he had 

done many things wrong.  We are like Peter in that we all do things wrong (you could 

give some examples – the children might want to talk about things they have done 

wrong).  Peter felt that he couldn’t be near Jesus because he had done things wrong 

– he was afraid but Jesus said v10 “Don’t be afraid…”  Jesus loves sinners that is 

people like us that do things wrong.  A sin is something we do wrong.  Like Peter we 

all must tell Jesus about the wrong things we have done and Jesus will forgive us 

and take away all our sin.  Then we too can follow him like Peter did. 

 

Jesus stayed with Peter who later went on to tell other people about Jesus.  Peter 

trusted Jesus and we should trust him too.  If we are truly sorry for all the wrongs 

things we do Jesus will forgive us if we ask him too.  Then we can follow Jesus like 

Peter did. 
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Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Reflective Time 

Day 2 Tuesday – In the Town 

Bible Passage Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 

Content  Peter sees Jesus bring a dead girl back to life 

Teaching Aim Jesus has power to give life to the dead 

Response Aim The children will be amazed at the power of Jesus 

Memory Verse Don’t be afraid; just believe Mark 5:36 

 

Intro 

Ask/discuss with the children if they have ever been ill/injured or in hospital (try to 

keep this part brief and to the point).  It is not very nice, but later we get better.  Peter 

heard of a girl who had been ill and saw what happened when she didn’t get better. 

 

Peter would have been glad to be home having been on the other side of the lake 

with Jesus.  Q.  How do you feel when you get home after being away?  This 

home coming was different as crowds of people had gathered to welcome the boat 

Peter was in with Jesus.  Q. Why do you think that was?  The news of Jesus had 

spread to many people and they all wanted to hear his teachings.  Q. Have you ever 

been in a large crowd of people who all wanted to see someone, what was it 

like?  Q. How do you think Peter was feeling? The crowd was big and someone 

pushed their way to the front so they could talk to Jesus.  He was an important man 

in the town but he bowed down to Jesus. Q. What do you think Peter was thinking 

when he saw the man bow down to Jesus? The man who was called Jairus told 

Jesus his daughter was ill and she needed his help.  Jesus followed but got delayed 

in the crowd Q. Have you ever been delayed; how did it make you feel? A 

message came saying the girl had died.  Peter and the other disciples perhaps 

thought that there was no point in going to see the girl now.  Q. How do you think 

Peter felt when Jesus said “Don’t be afraid, just believe” and continued to the 

house?  Q. How must Jairus have felt hearing the bad news?  Jesus is the Son 

of God and yesterday we heard how he caused a huge catch of fish to be caught 

and that he is the Lord of creation.  Q. How do you think Peter felt when Jesus 

asked him to go with him into the house and see the girl that had died?  Q. 

When Jesus spoke the words ‘get up’ to the girl what do you think Peter was 

thinking now? Q. Once the girl got up what do you think Peter thought about 

what Jesus had done? This was another miracle and like the first one, Jesus was 

showing Peter and the other disciples just who he was and that he had power over 

creation – in this case to bring life. 

 

Jesus can give us life too once we have died – we don’t mean here on earth but up 

in heaven with him.  We need to say sorry to Jesus for the wrong things we have 

done and ask him to forgive us and to follow him, by reading our bibles, praying to 

him, going to church living our life as Jesus did. 
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Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Reflective Time 

Day 3 Wednesday – Up the Mountain 

Bible Passage Luke 9:28-36 

Content  The transfiguration of Jesus 

Teaching Aim Jesus is the Son of God and we must listen to him 

Response Aim The children will listen more carefully to what Jesus said about 

his death 

Memory Verse This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him Luke 9:35 

 

Intro 

Ask the children if they have ever been up a high mountain, discuss what it was like, 

how they got there, what could they see (don’t spend too long discussing this).  Once 

when Peter was with Jesus they went up a mountain and what Peter saw was 

amazing and it wasn’t the view. 

 
Peter, James and John followed Jesus up a high mountain and they were tired when they 

got to the top so they sat down in a quiet spot while Jesus continued a little further.  Q. Have 

you ever been up hill or mountain and sat down in a very quiet spot, with no noise, 

what was it like? As you might expect the disciples felt sleepy, but suddenly came awake 

again. Q. Have you ever felt so sleepy and tired then suddenly something wakes you 

up – how does it make you feel? The thing that woke them up was a bright light.  Q. 

What’s the brightest light you have ever seen? Q. Was it scary to look at it? (don’t 

encourage the children to look at very bright lights). The bright light was coming from Jesus, 

his face was shining like the sun. Q. If you had seen this how would you feel? Next two 

other people appeared next to Jesus one was Moses and the other was Elijah.  Now Moses 

had lived over 1500 years before Jesus was born and Elijah 900 years before.  They talked 

to Jesus. Q. What do you think they talked about? They talked about Jesus going back up 

into heaven after his death (which would be soon). The disciples realised just how important 

this would be.  Here Jesus was showing them some more of his glory which he had hidden 

from them until now, just so they knew who he was.  It was so wonderful that Peter didn’t 

want it to end.  Q. Have you ever been somewhere or done something and didn’t want 

it to stop? So much so Peter wanted to build three houses for the three of them (which is 

not what Jesus wanted) Peter should have kept his mouth shut and waited because the next 

thing a cloud came down and cover them and God spoke saying “This is my Son who I have 

chosen listen to him” Q. How do you think Peter felt now listening to that? They all fell to 

the floor and were terrified.  Once the cloud lifted Jesus was once again on his own he told 

them to get up and not be afraid. 

 

Even though we might never see what Peter saw that day God wants us to listen to what 

Jesus says. 
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Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Reflective Time 

Day 4 Thursday – In the Courtyard 

Bible Passage Matthew 26:31-51, 57-58, 69-75 

Content Peter is with Jesus in Gethsemane and after Jesus’ arrest, 

denies knowing him  

Teaching Aim Jesus will forgive us for what we do wrong 

Response Aim The children will ask God to help them follow Jesus faithfully 

Memory Verse While we were still sinners Christ died for us Romans 5:8 

 

Intro 

Ask/discuss with the children if they have ever sad something that the wish they 

hadn’t but once it is said it can’t be taken back.  Well that is just what Peter did. 

Peter followed Jesus after his arrest and warmed himself by a fire. Q. Have you 

ever done that – got warm by a fire or radiator – what was it like? Peter was 

hoping to see Jesus and keep close to him he hoped that he could stay warm by the 

fire and that no one would notice him. (talk about not been recognised at a bonfire 

party or something) Someone did recognise him. Q. Has anyone ever come up to 

you and start talking to you who knows who you are but you don’t know who 

they are perhaps a friend of your parents – how does it make you feel? Peter 

perhaps would have felt a bit awkward and maybe uncomfortable. Q. Have you ever 

been in a situation like that where you have felt awkward and uncomfortable 

what was it like? Peter moved away having said he didn’t know Jesus – Peter was 

asked three times that night about Jesus and each time said he didn’t know him. Q. 

Have you ever found yourself saying you don’t know something when really 

you do? Peter then heard the cook crow and he remembered the words of Jesus 

saying “before the cook crows Peter you will deny me three times” Peter had let 

Jesus down Q. Have you ever let anyone down, maybe on a team or at school – 

what did you feel like afterwards? Peter’s reaction was to go outside and weep, he 

was so upset. 

People who really love Jesus will keep on following him no matter what others say.  

If we do something wrong and let Jesus down, we can be forgiven if we are truly 

sorry.  We can learn from Peters mistake.  Jesus knows if we really love him and 

understands how we feel.  In times when we find things hard we must ask God to 

help us through. 
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Follow the Leader 
Based on the life of Peter 

Reflective Time 

Day 5 Friday – On the Beach 

Bible Passage John 21:1-19 

Content The risen Jesus meets some of the disciples at the lake and 

reinstates Peter 

Teaching Aim Jesus is alive today and calls people to obey him 

Response Aim The children will want to love and obey Jesus 

Memory Verse If you love me, you will obey what I command John 14:15 

 

Intro 

Discuss with the children if they have ever had a picnic on the beach, have any of 

them had breakfast?  Peter eats breakfast and gets a good surprise. 

 

Peter went back to the job of fishing and some of the disciples went to.  Peter would 

have been upset because of what he had done (remember yesterday). Jesus had 

been arrested, died on a cross and his disciples had run away.  But He had come 

back to life (that’s why we have Easter) Now Peter was fishing again when he once 

again had caught nothing was asked by a stranger on the beach to fish from the 

other side of the boat and a huge catch of fish came out. Q. Have you ever been 

surprised by someone you haven’t seen for a while – what was it like? Peter 

realised that it was Jesus and swam from the boat to the shore to meet him. Q. What 

do you think Peter was thinking as he spoke to Jesus, knowing that he had let 

him down before? They all ate breakfast and Peter and Jesus talked, Jesus asked 

Peter three times if he loved him.  Each time Peter answered with a yes and Jesus 

each time asked him to do something which to us sounds strange because it was 

about looking after and feeding sheep. But what Jesus was meaning is look after my 

younger followers and help them.  Q. How do you think Peter was feeling now? 

Jesus then repeated what he said when he first met Peter – follow me. 

 

Jesus still wants us to love and obey him.  Sometimes it might seem as if we do not 

love him because we have done things wrong.  Jesus if we tell Jesus about it and 

say that we are sorry he will forgive us.  At the start of the week Jesus asked Peter 

to follow him and today Jesus is still looking for followers. 

 

(give an opportunity for children to respond and ask questions at this point about 

following Jesus) 

 

 

 


